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AMMO Chiefs Association (ACA) 

 

“Shell and Flame” 
 

   
  Issue Number: 9                              30 June 2006 
 

Welcome to the ninth edition of 
your AMMO Chiefs Association “Shell 
and Flame” newsletter.  This edition of 
the newsletter is being sent to you to 
provide information about the ACA, a 
not-for-profit organization of active and 
retired AMMO Chiefs and to provide 
Veterans Administration (VA) 
information of importance to all 
veterans. Hope you have a pleasant and 
enjoyable 4th of July!!  Please visit the 
AMMO Chiefs web page for more 
information at http://ammochiefs.com. 
The 10 Th. 

edition will be e-mailed in September 
2006. 

 
 

 
 ACA News  

 As you are probably aware, 
the ACA elections were finalized today. 
By the time you receive this newsletter, 
the new ACA officers will be announced 
on the ACA web site, 
(http://ammochiefs.com) and will be 
installed on January 1st, 2007.  

 
   ACA Golf Tournament  

The AMMO Chiefs Charity Golf 
Tournament to benefit the Okaloosa 
County Habitat for Humanity will be 
held at the Fort Walton Beach Municipal 
Course on Friday, August 11, 2006. A 

Shotgun start at 1 pm with a modified 
Florida low ball is planned. Entry fee is 
$50.00. Prizes will be given to the first 
three places and longest drive-closest to 
pin. For additional information contact 
John Greer at 850-240-5217 or Tom 
Zima at 850-939-5870. 
       

 2006 ACA Reunion Update  
From Jerry Modlin: The hotel 

contract has been signed and the 
invitations have been sent out. For those 
not having e-mail, they should receive 
their invitation in the regular mail. We 
are well into the planning phase and look 
forward to a great turn out. The hotel 
will be the Atlantis with 100 of Reno’s 
most beautiful appointed, spacious, 
luxury guest room and Jacuzzi suites. 
Indoor and outdoor pools and spas. Has 
exceptional dinning ranging from fine 
dining to eight exotically themed bars. I 
am certain anyone attending will enjoy 
the Atlantis. An icebreaker reception is 
being planned for the evening of October 
4th, so we are encouraging early arrival 
to get the fullest enjoyment out of this 
reunion. Thanks for all you help too.  
Mike Roylance 
(Mikeroylance@comcast.net) and Jerry 
Modlin (je464399@worldnet.att.net) are 
the POCs for the reunion.  If you have 
any events you’d like to suggest for this 
reunion, pass them on to Jerry. It’s not 
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too early to start planning!  Visit 
http://ammochiefs.com for more 
information.  
 

 Morbach Ammunition Squadrons 
Reunion – 2007  
 The 2007 reunion of our 
Morbach Ammunition Squadrons is 
scheduled for February 16-17, the Friday 
and Saturday before President’s Day, a 
legal holiday. 
 The venue is Cayo Grande Hotel, 
214 Racetrack Road NW, Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida 32547, Toll Free: 800-
827-9908 – Local 850-862-7540, 
www.cayograndehotel.com, just a short 
distance from the front gate of Eglin Air 
Force Base, on Florida’s famed Emerald 
Coast. 
 Cayo Grande Hotel has reserved 
a block of thirty suites for our group 
(note suites, not rooms). Sixteen of these 
are Executive Suites; fourteen of these 
are Concierge Suites. All suites contain 
data port phones, voice mail, two 
televisions with cable, microwave oven, 
refrigerator, complimentary in-room 
coffee and snacks, wall-mounted 
hairdryer, iron and ironing board. The 
Executive Suites feature a bedroom 
separated by French doors, queen-size 
bed and sleeper sofa, executive desk, and 
mini bar. The Concierge Suites are 
comprised of two separate rooms: the 
bedroom contains a queen-size bed, the 
living room contains a sleeper sofa, 
kitchen area with stove and microwave, 
full-size refrigerator, dishwater, and 
stackable washer and dryer. Other in-
house amenities include three swimming 
pools, fitness center, two dry saunas, 
tennis court, nine-hole putting green, and 
the Market Café. Area nearby attractions 
includes Emerald Coast beaches, deep-
sea fishing, golf courses, and Big 

Kahuna Water Park (see www.destin-
fwb.com). 
 Cayo Grande Hotel is offering 
both suites to our reunion for only 
$67.84 per night (tax included). But 
please be advised that the first guests 
making their reservations may request 
one of the fourteen Concierge Suites, 
which are more advantageous than the 
Executive Suites. Financial 
arrangements for suites must be made 
with Cayo Grande. If you desire to come 
a few days early, or remain a few days 
afterward, the same rate still applies. 
When making your reservations, and in 
order to obtain a suite in our block and at 
the special rate, make sure to inform the 
staff that you are doing so for the 
Morbach Ammo Reunion. 
 The only other cost for the 
reunion will be $20.00 per squadron 
member for the reception room fee, 
payable to me at the reunion. The 
reception room, The Gardena, will be 
our “headquarters” Friday and Saturday. 
There will be no extra charge for family 
members accompanying squadron 
members. 
 Wives and families are 
welcome—assuming you do not mind 
your comrades telling them what you 
really did in the war! 
 Attendees arriving by airplane 
may fly into Okaloosa Regional Airport 
(VPS), situated on Eglin Air Force Base. 
American Eagle, ASA/Delta 
Connection, Continental Express, Delta, 
Gulfstream International, and Northwest 
serve it.  
 We will tour the Air Force 
Armament Museum on Eglin Air Force 
Base Saturday at 09:30am. This is not 
the only museum in the world dedicated 
to the collection, preservation, and 
exhibition of artifacts and memorabilia 
associated with Air Force armament and 
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its platforms of delivery. Aircraft on 
exhibit include P-51 Mustang, P-47 
Thunderbolt, F-80 Shooting Star, F-105 
Thunderchief, SR-71A Blackbird, and a 
Soviet MIG-21. Armament on exhibit 
include a wide variety of bombs, 
missiles, and rockets, including the 
AMRAAM and BGU-28 bunker buster 
developed for use during Desert Storm, 
and also the MOAB or Mother of all 
Bombs – the worlds largest conventional 
weapon. The museum also has a gift 
shop. (For more information visit 
www.eglin.af.mil/museum). 
 The only other scheduled events 
are a welcoming party Friday night in 
The Gardenia, and a farewell time 
Saturday evening. There will be no 
reveille, taps, parades, formations, and 
long lines. This will leave plenty of time 
for what most of us would rather do – 
mingle with friends and swap yarns 
about what we did in the war. Bring your 
scrapbooks, photographs, and other 
memorabilia. 
 If you have further questions, 
contact me by telephone, e-mail, or 
regular mail. 
 Please make your reservations 
with Cayo Grande as soon as possible, 
especially if you desire a Concierge 
Suite. (See toll-free telephone number 
above), Let the desk clerk know that the 
name of your group is Morbach Ammo 
Reunion in order to obtain the special 
room rate. Then let me know you are 
coming. Look for us in the Gardenia 
Room Friday. The Silver Fox and I look 
forward to seeing you all. 
 Contact Information: 
 Daniel E. “Moose” Parks 

614 Evergreen Drive, 
Clarksville, Indiana 47129 

 Phone: 812-280-9574 
 MooseParks@hotmail.com 

 
   

 
 AMMO Schoolhouse Initiative  

See the AMMO Chiefs web page 
for information at 
http://ammochiefs.com. The 
schoolhouse is still taking personal 
information about AMMO Chiefs. If you 
haven’t sent in your biography and 
picture yet, now’s a good time to do it!! 
This is an ongoing effort with no end 
date in sight. 

 
ACA Memorial Initiative  

The ACA needs your help!! We 
are considering placing a monument or 
memorial at either the AMMO 
Schoolhouse at Sheppard AFB, TX or 
AFCOMAC at Beal AFB, CA, or both. 
The monument should reflect on the 
pride, hard work, and professionalism 
we have experienced in being AMMO 
Troops. This memorial would be 
dedicated to those past, present, and 
future AMMO Troops, with the intent of 
helping to promote and foster the 
continued tradition of pride and 
professionalism in our AMMO career 
field. To do this, we need your help. We 
are looking for your ideas as to what 
would be an appropriate, suitable 
monument/memorial that reflects the 
positive aspects of being an AMMO 
Troop. Secondly, we are looking for 
artistic talent that can translate this 
concept into reality. Please, if you can 
devote your time in either way, contact 
either Rich McVey or John Matthews.  

 
 

✭   Chapter News ✭  
 

 Virginia Chapter 
 The Virginia Chapter held it’s 
quarterly meeting/picnic on June 17th at 
Langley. Topics discussed were 
welcoming a new member, Jack Miller 
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to the Chapter, review of the financial 
health of the Chapter, and the 
installation of Richard Pennington as 
the new Chapter Vice-President. Our 
sincere appreciation goes to Michael 
Gavin for three years of untiring 
dedication and support for establishing 
the Virginia Chapter in his role as the 
first Chapter Vice-President. A picnic 
followed the meeting and all had an 
enjoyable time!!  
   The next ACAVC meeting and 
picnic is scheduled for September 9th at 
Langley.  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 Midwest Chapter (Ohio) 
Contact Mark Gossett for 

Chapter information at 
gossett@BATTELLE.ORG 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 Wasatch Front Chapter (Utah) 
 For more information, contact 
either Chet Atkins at 
Richard.Atkins@hill.af.mil or Fred 
Schoettler at Fjschoettler@aol.com.   
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Northwest Chapter 
 Jerry Modlin and Mike Roylance 
are busy preparing for the ACA Reunion 
in Reno (see above article). If you have 
any questions or comments, contact 
Jerry at  
je464399@worldnet.att.net. 
  
 
 

  Veterans Update  
 
Veteran’s Affairs Claims 
A veteran can file many types of claim 
actions with the VA. It is absolutely 
necessary to know exactly what is 
entailed for the benefit you are claiming. 
You must know what the law required 
for each category of claim before it is 
submitted, as each category of claim 
action has special development 

techniques. To receive the benefits that 
are owed, you must know what you want 
to claim and what the VA’s 
responsibility is in responding to your 
request. The nine categories of claims 
are: Informal claim, compensation claim, 
reopened claim, claim for 100% total 
disability due to individual 
unemployability, claim for an increased 
rating due to a change in the severity of 
your service-connected condition, 
adjunct or secondary disabilities to 
original service-connected disability, 
claim for service connection for 
conditions resulting from medical 
treatment at VA hospitals or clinics, 
survivors dependency and indemnity 
compensation claim and non-service-
connected pension claim. 
 The VA will dismiss any claim 
action it perceives as not being well 
grounded. You have the duty to submit 
evidence sufficient to justify a belief by 
a fair and impartial individual that the 
claim is plausible or capable of 
substantiation. This means that you 
cannot just go to the VA with a claim 
application stating: “I hurt my back in 
the service.” Simply claiming that your 
medical condition is the result of an 
active duty injury will not qualify your 
claim as being well grounded. 
 Until you have met this first 
requirement, the law does not require the 
VA to assist you in developing your 
claim. Therefore, you must know how to 
prove your claim. Failure to do so will 
result in a denial of your claim.  
  Having fought a seven-year 
battle with the VA myself, I can tell you 
that it is up to you to properly prepare 
yourself before submitting a claim. It is 
in your best interest to have a notarized 
statement from your current medical 
provider clearly stating your medical 
condition. You also must be capable of 
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verifying that the disability you are 
claiming occurred while you were 
serving in the military system. This is 
usually done through your medical 
records. It is very important that you 
familiarize yourself with publication 38 
CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) as 
this publication contains the four digit 
codes used by the VA to identify a 
specific condition for VA claims. This 
publication can be found in some 
libraries; however, your local state 
Veteran’s Service Representative should 
have a copy available. 
Calling 1-800-827-1000 or contacting 
your local state representative can obtain 
additional information concerning filing 
a claim. I will gladly assist you if at all 
possible. Contact me at: 
ammochief22@hotmail.com. Be sure to 
include in the subject line “veterans 
issues” so I will know this is a legitimate 
email. 

 
Chuck Norton   
(478) 783-2292 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
Lost VA Information  

 
 It’s been in the news for several months. 
The Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
(VA) has recently learned that an 
employee, a data analyst, took home 
electronic data from the VA on 26.5 
million veterans, which he was not 
authorized to do. The employee’s home 
was burglarized and the data stolen. The 
data contained identifying information 
for millions of veterans. 
 
 The data lost is primarily an 
individual’s name, date of birth, and 
social security number, and in some 
cases, spousal and disability ratings 
information. Importantly, the affected 

data did not include any of the VA’s 
electronic health records or any financial 
information. Appropriate law 
enforcement agencies have launched a 
full-scale investigation into this matter. 
 
  All veterans are urged to be extra 
vigilant in monitoring your financial 
accounts for signs of potential identity 
theft or misuse of this information. The 
VA has set up a special website for the 
most current updates on this situation, 
www.FirstGov.gov or you can check the 
VA website at www.va.gov.  The VA 
has also set up a manned toll-free call 
center that veterans may call for more 
information – 1-800-FED-INFO (333-
4636); this center operates from 8:00 
a.m. EDT to 9:00 p.m. EDT, Monday 
through Saturday. 
 
  The Federal Trade Commission 
recommends the following four steps be 
taken if you detect suspicious activity: 
 
Step 1 – Contact the fraud department of 
one of the three major credit bureaus: 
 
Equifax: 1-800-525-6285; 
www.equifax.com; P.O. Box 740241, 
Atlanta, GA 30374-0241 
 
Experian: 1-888-EXPERIAN (397-
3742); www.experian.com; P.O. Box 
9532, Allen, TX 75013 
 
TransUnion: 1-800-680-7289; 
www.transunion.com; Fraud Victim 
Assistance Division, P.O. Box 6790, 
Fullerton, CA 92834-6790 
 
Step 2 – Close any accounts that have 
been tampered with or opened 
fraudulently. 
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Step 3 – File a police report with your 
local police in the community where you 
the identity theft took place. 
 
Step 4 – File a complaint with the 
federal Trade Commission by using the 
FTC’s Identity Theft Hotline by 
telephone: 1-877-438-4338, on line at 
www.consumer.gov/idtheft, or by mail 
at Identity Theft Clearinghouse, Federal 
Trade Commission, 600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20580. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

 VA To Offer FREE Credit 
Monitoring  
 
An article from Government Computer 
News (GCN) Daily dated June 23, 2006. 
 
“The Veterans Affairs Department will 
provide one year of free credit 
monitoring to people whose sensitive 
personal information may have been 
stolen in the recent theft of sensitive data 
from a former employee’s home. More 
information can be found at:  
http://www.gcn.com/online/vol1_no1/41
114-1.html. 
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